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in Rome, began the Colosseum, and extended
and consolidated Roman conquests in
Britain and Germany. See study by Langford
(1928).

VESPUCCI, Amerigo, ves-poot'chee (1451-
1512), Florentine explorer, born at Florence,
was a provision contractor at Seville in 1495-
1498. He contracted for one (or two) of the
expeditions of Columbus. He had some
knowledge of cosmography, but was not a
practical navigator (still less a pilot) when, at
fifty, he promoted a voyage to the Now
World hi the track of Columbus, sailed with
its commander Hojeda (1499), and explored
the coast of Venezuela. In 1505 he was
naturalized in Spain, and from 1508 till his
death was pilot-major of the kingdom. His
name was absurdly given to two continents
(America) through an inaccurate account 9f
his travels published at St Die in Lorraine in
1507, in which he is represented as having
discovered and reached the mainland in 1497.
This account was based on Vespucci's own
letters, in which he claims to have made four
voyages. Sir Clements Markham in his
introduction to a translation of the letters
(Hakluyt Society, 1894) proved one of these
to be a pure fabrication, the others quite
unsupported. But see also books by Coote
(1894), H. Vignaud (1918), Pohl (1945), and
the Princeton Vespucci Texts and Studies
(1916).

VESTRIS, Lucia Elizabeth (1797-1856),
English actress, tide Bariolozzi, a grand-
daughter of the engraver, was born in
London. At sixteen she married the dancer
Armand Vestris (1787-1825), member of an
originally Florentine family that gave to
France a series of distinguished chefs, actors
and ballet-dancers. In 1815 they separated
and she went on the stage in Paris. She
appeared at Drury Lane in 1820, became
famous in The Haunted Tower, was even more
popular as Phoebe in faul Pry, and in light
comedy and burlesque was equally successful.
She had been nine years lessee of the Olympic
when in 1838 she married Charles James
Mathews (q.v.). She afterwards undertook
the management of Covent Garden and the
Lyceum. See Life by C. E, Pearce (1923).
YEUILLOT, Louis Francois, va-yo (1813-
1883), French Ultramontane editor of the
Paris V Univers, was born at Boynes, Loirct.
He wrote novels, poems, polemical essays, <&c.
See Lives by E. Veuillot (1883), Tavernier
(1913) and E. J. M. Gauthier (1939).
VEZIN, Hermann (1829-1910), American
actor, born at Philadelphia, made his d6but
at York in 1850 and acted in London from
1852. Among his leading rdles were Hamlet,
Jacques and Ford.

VJAN, Sir Philip, vi'en (1894- ), British
sailor, educated at Dartmouth. In 1940, in
command of the destroyer Cossack* Captain
Vian penetrated Norwegian territorial waters
to rescue 300 British prisoners from the
German supply ship Altmark\ subsequently
being sunk in the Afridi while covering the
withdrawal from Namsos. In 1942 his skill
and courage in beating off enemy interception
enabled a vital convoy to reach Malta.
Subsequently, he was deeply engaged in the
Normandy invasion. Service as fifth sea
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was followed by the command of ft
Home Fleet.   He was created K B F in inT?
VIARDOT-GARCf A.   See GARCI'A (if 1944'
VIAU, TMophae clc, vee-'o 05901^
French poet, born at Clairac, wrote t?'
tragedy Pynnnt et Thisbd (1621) and J&
love poetry distinguished by its naturaC
He was condemned to the stake (1623\f
the impiety and obscenity of his noem
contributed to Le Parnasse satyrique but S
sentence was commuted to banishment fo
life. He died in Paris.                             r
VIAUD,   Louis  Marie Julien, vee-o (1850-
1923), French novelist who wrote under L
pseudonym  of * Pierre Loti', was bom at
Rochefort of a Huguenot family.   He entered
the navy in   1867, became captain in 1906
retiring in 1910 to return for service during
World War I.   His voyages as a sailor and as
a traveller provide the scenes for most of his
writings, and from the native women of the
South Sea Islands he gained his pseudonym
Loti, Flower of the Pacific.   Aziyadi (1879)
his first novel, was a scries of pictures of life
on the Bosporus and it was folio-wed by the
very successful  Rarahu (1880), published in
1882  as  Le  Manage de Loti.    Semi-auto-
biographical, this story set among the coral
seas,  of the love of an  Englishman for a
Tahiti girl, immediately captured the imagina-
tion.     Of  his   novels,   the   best known is
JPecheur iVlsltindc (1886), a descriptive study
of   Breton   fisher-life.     AH   his  writing is
subjective;    there   is   a   simplicity yet an
intensity of sensuous impressions, a sympathy
with nature and a deeply felt melancholy at
the transitorincss of human life.   Other works
include Le,   Roman tVitn Spain (1881), Man
Fr&re  Yves   (1883),   Madame Chrysanth&me
(1887),   Vers * Ispahan (1904) and   Un jew
officicr paurre (1923).   He was elected to the
Acad6mio Francaise in 1891.
VICENTE, Gil, vee-sen'tay (c. 1470-c. 1537),
was the father of Portuguese drama, of whose
life very little is known but that he enjoyed
the protection of Queen Eleanor, widow of
John II. He was keeper of the royal mint
and a remarkable silversmith. His BeMni
monstrance is in the Lisbon museum. He
wrote 44 plays, 16 in Portuguese, 11 m
Spanish and 17 using both languages. His
early plays were religious, but gradually
social criticism was added. His farces Ms
JPereira, JTuiz da Beira and the three dittos das
barcas (Inferno, Pitrgat&rio and Gldrid) are
his best. He displays great psychological
insight, superb lyricism, and a predominantly
comical spirit. See Lives by Freire and Pratt
VICO, Giovanni Battlsta, vee-ko (1668-1744),
Italian philosopher, born at Naples, studied
law, but devoted himself to literature, history
and philosophy and became in 1697 professor
of Rhetoric at Naples. In his Scienza Nuow
(1725; recast 1730) he argued that the
historical method is no less exact than the
scientific and postulated evolutionary cycles
in civilizations, corresponding to mental
development. His historicism influenced "tte
German Romantics. See his Autobiography,
intro. Fisch and Bergin (1944), and works by
Flint (1884), Croce, trans. R- G. Collmgwood
(1913), Gentile (1927) and Adams (1935),